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What Is AASHTO?

• Nonprofit association

• Founded in 1914

• Members include:
• Transportation departments of the 50 states,

the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico

• 50+ Associate Members from federal, state, and local 
agencies and other countries

• Covers all modes: aviation, rail, highways, transit, 
water, and active transportation



Surface Transportation Acts



Current Federal-Aid Apportionment (Formula) Programs

National Highway 
Performance Program 

MAP-21

Surface Transportation 
Block Grant Program 

ISTEA

Highway Safety 
Improvement Program

SAFETEA-LU

Railway-Highway Grade 
Crossing Program 

FAST Act

Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality Improvement 

Program 
ISTEA

Metropolitan Planning
Federal-aid Highway Act of 

1976

National Highway Freight 
Program  
FAST Act

Carbon Reduction Program 
IIJA

Promoting Resilient 
Operations for 

Transformative, Efficient, 
and Cost-Saving 

Transportation (PROTECT)
IIJA



Multiyear Appropriations Formula Programs



Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
Funding Type, FFY 2022-2026 Amount

Total HTF Contract Authority $383 billion

Advance General Fund Appropriations $184.1 billion

USDOT Total Budget Authority $567.1 billion

AGENCY

In $ billions (Contract Authority plus

General Fund Advance Appropriations)

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 TOTAL AVG

HIGHWAYS/FHWA 49.0 67.7 69.0 70.3 71.5 72.9 351.3 70.3

TRANSIT/FTA 12.8 17.6 17.9 18.2 18.5 18.9 91.2 18.2

RAIL/FRA 2.5 13.2 13.2 13.2 13.2 13.2 66.0 13.2

SAFETY/NHTSA 1.0 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.4 6.7 1.3

SAFETY/FMCSA 0.7 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 5.1 1.0



• Highway Trust Fund 
contract authority (HTF 
CA)

• General funds subject to 
appropriations (GF STA)

• General fund advance 
appropriations (GF AA)

IIJA Funding Authorizations

Other

FHWA GF STA

FHWA GF AA

FTA GF STA

FTA GF AA

Trust Fund

FHWA TF CA

FTA TF CA
FMCSA 
TF CA

NHTSA 
TF CA

General Fund

OST STA

OST AA

Safet
y GF 

STA/A
A



Share of Formula vs 
Discretionary Grant Dollars in 

IIJA

Competitive
31%

Formula
69%



Federal Gas Tax Headwind: Loss of Purchasing Power

Item Description 1993 2024 Percent Change

College Tuition
Average Tuition & Fees at 
Public 4-year Universities 1,908$      15,660$      721%

Eggs Average Price of One Dozen .90$      4.95 $      450%

House Median New Home Price 118,000$ 419,200$ 255%

Gas Per Gallon 1.08$        3.52$        226%

Beef Per Pound of Ground Beef 1.97$        5.21$        164%

Income National Median Household 31,241$        80,610$        158%

Bread Per Pound of White Bread 0.75$        2.02$        169%

Healthcare National Expenditure Per Capita 3,402$   14,570$   328%

Stamp One First-Class Stamp 0.29$        0.73$        152%

Electricity Per kWh 0.09$   0.17$   80%

Federal Gas Tax Per Gallon 0.18$        0.18$        0%
Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, College Board, Federal Reserve Bank of 

St. Louis, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Energy Information Agency, U.S. Postal Service

Sample of Nominal Price Changes Relative to Federal Gas Tax 



Estimated Baseline Funding Needs

Other Sources
$41 

Other 
Sources

$18 

Existing User 
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Existing User 
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Trust Fund Account

Over $160 billion of additional 
funding may be needed during the 
reauthorization period (2027-
2031) to support baseline 
obligation levels.



Reauthorization Funding Options



Source: Congressional Research Service

$275.227 billion



Vehicle Registration Fees

* Fee amounts indexed to CPI





AASHTO Reauthorization Policy Resolutions

Approved by AASHTO Board of Directors on May 15, 2025

• Safety

• Funding, Finance, and Innovation
• Project Delivery

• Federal-aid Highway Program
• Public Transportation

• Rail Transportation 



Congressional Outlook

• Goal for release of legislative text 
Spring 2026 with markup to follow

• Total funding level is not public

• September 30, 2026 deadline



Thank You!

Susan Howard
Director of Policy and Government Relations

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
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